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j     SUBJECT:    Keep  Fire  Hazards  Down. .. Information  from  the  safety  engineers  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

,  Everyday,  when  you  pick  up  your  newspaper,  you  read  that  another  home  has 

"burned.     If  you're  like  me,  you  may  at  first  shrug  the  story  off  with  a.,,  "oh 

well. ..it  can't  happen  here."    But  you  know  it  can.    And  the  wise  homemaker  takes 

time  and  energy  to  guard  against  fire  in  her  home.     How?    The  safety  engineers  of 

the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  have  made  suggestions  to  farm  families 

that  we'll  all  want  to  follow. 

To  "begin  with,  ..more  home  fires  start  with  a  faulty  flue,  a  "bad  chimney,  or  a 

"broken  or  poorly  placed  heater  than  from  any  other  thing.     So  rule  one  in  guarding 

against  them  is. ..check  flues,  chimneys  and  heaters.    Now's  a  good  time  to  do  it... 

too. 

M?-^ke  sure  there  are  no  cracks  in  the  chimney  through  which  sparks  might  escape. 
The  greatest  danger  lies  from  3  to  U  feet  below  the  roof  line  to  the  top  of  the 
chimney.     If  you  find  any  place  where  the  mortar  "between  the  bricks  is  crumbling 
and  falling  out...  the  place  should  he  repaired  immediately. 

Stove  pipes  ought  to  be  in  good  condition. . .well  supported. , .and  at  least  one 
foot  away  from  any  wood. 

Stoves  and  heaters  must  stand  well  away  from  walls  and  woodwork.     They  should 
"be  on  unburnahle  mats  or  foundations.    A  flying  spark  can  develop  into  a  raging 

t 

I      inferno  on  very  short  notice. 

Fires  are  often  caused  "by  clogged  up  chimneys,  flues  or  stoves.     They  don' t 

have  to  "be  defective.     So  keep  those  in  your  house  clean.    And  "by  the  way. ..some 

fire  builders  have  a  habit  of  putting  their  ashes  in  the  nearest  container. .  ."be  it 

wooden,  cardhoard  or  what  not.     That's  dangerous.    Hot  ashes  "belong  in  me tal 
containers.     They  hum  through  anything  else  too  easily. 


Wintertime dangerous  as  far  as  the  possibility  of  fires  starting  from  faulty 
heating  systems  are  concerned.     So  check  over  yours  now  for  this  last  long  pull 
until  Spring  comes. 

Fires  do  start  f-om  other  things  than  the  heating  system,  though.  And  we  should 
he  on  guard  against  them  at  all  times.     Count  it  as  a  regular  housekeeping  job. 

It's  hard  to  understand. . .but  a  fire  can  be  started  without  being  lighted. 
Dusty  stacks  of  old  newspapers,  oily  rags  and  piles  of  old  clothing  tucked  away  in 
corners  of  cellars  or  attics  may  catch  on  fire  by  themselves. 

Now  salvaging  newspapers  is  fine,  but  if  the  napers  are  not  moved  for  a  long 
time,   they  may  become  a  fire  hazard.     So  don't  let  yours  stack  up  on  you.     Keev  'em 
moving  to  the  place  where  they'll  do  the  most  good. 

If  you  do  keep  oily  mops  and  rags. .  .put  them  in  a  tightly  closed  metal  container. 
But  it's  better  not  to  keer)  them  at  all.     They  should  be  burned  with  the  rubbish.  I 
know  cleaning  up  piles  of  papers  or  rags  or  old  mops  is  just  tidy  housekeeping,  but 
it's  also  excellent  fire  prevention. 

You've  seen  -oosters  asking  people  to  put  out  their  cigarettes  before  they  throw 

them  away  in  the  woods.    Most  forest  fires  start  from  carelessness.     It's  amazing 

how  many  of  the  home  fires  are  caused  by  just  such  carelessness  too.    But  there  are 

ways  to  get  around  it.     For  example,  if  anybody  in  your  family  smokes,  be  sure  you 

have  enough  ash-trays  around  to  keep  him  from  putting  his  lighted  cigarettes  or 

cigars  on  the  edge  of  a  table  or  mantel  or  window  sills.     And  when  it  comes  to 

smoking  in  bed. ..a  "No"  in  time  may  save  a  terrific  blaze. 

Another  thing,  ma.ybe  it  is  convenient  to  keep  the  kitchen  matches  on  top  of  your 
stove... but  they  can  burn  up  there.     So  watch  it.     Be  sure  they're  out  of  the  way 
when  your  stove  is  lit.     Not  only  that,  small  children  have  a  way  of  wanting  to 
play  with  matches. . .and  a  little  dress  can  catch  on  fire  in  a  twinkling.     So  keep 
the;  matches  well  out  of  reach  of  tiny  hands. 

These  are  only  a  few  suggestions.     But  they'll  help  you  keep  your  home  safe 
from  fire. 
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